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Message from our Chief Officer 

Hello everyone
 

I can’t believe it’s nearly the end of October
already. Where has the year gone?

 
It’s a little like Santa’s Grotto here at the

Workshop with Snowmen everywhere; read
on further and you will find out why.

 
Our Limited Edition Christmas decoration for
2021 are now available to buy in 2 sizes and

we are busy getting ready for our stall at
Ripon Cathedral in late November.

 
Check out Sam’s recipes for a real treat and

while away the darker evenings with our
latest word search.

 
Again, a massive thank you to Lucy, Jamie,

Sam, Jessica and Anna for a fantastic
edition.

 
Take care
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Our Amazing WOW’s
Every week we celebrate the incredible achievements of one of our workers. This month 

 Emma, Alex and Adam have received Worker of the Week (WOW).

4.



News from the Workshop
On Saturday 9th October we took part in Ripon’s

Walled Garden Apple Day. Our stalls was based in

the beautiful orchard. We sold lots of products

including our brand new paint your own Halloween

bunting. 

 

By Jessica Lewis

Denise and Karen gave a talk to Ripon

Belles WI, they were very impressed

with all the things we make at the

workshops. They really loved our videos

and thought we were very inspiring.

One of the ladies said, “ such a

professional team who obviously enjoy

their work and are so happy to be

there.”

 

By Jessica Lewis

If you popped by Ripon Library during

October then you would have seen

our hand-painted Alice in

Wonderland figures on display for

Libraries month. Our Life in Lockdown

book is also on display, full of stories

of life in lockdown from our

community. 

 

By Jessica Lewis



The Pinewoods Project
We have handmade and painted 27 bird boxes that will go up in the trees in the pinewoods in

Harrogate. The bird boxes will be part of a Christmas Trail. Keep checking our Social Media for when

you can take part in the trail. 



Love Northallerton

Snowmen

Do you want to paint a snowman? This

seems to be the question we've been

asking all of our workers over the

past couple of months and thank

goodness they said yes! Keep

checking our Social Media for when

the snowmen will be on display in

Northallerton.



Small Fish Big Pond

Over the past year Covid has had a detrimental impact on many day services

and social enterprises that support adults who have a learning disability. This

has been especially keenly felt by small local charities. 

 

At Jennyruth Workshops, we are running a national campaign to highlight

how small independent charities across the country often get overlooked in

favour of bigger national charities and how important it is that

sponsorship/support/donations reach grass roots level where it is very much

needed and makes a massive difference. 

     

Nicky Newell, CO of Jennyruth Workshops said “Over the last 15 months it has

become particularly evident that small charities and social enterprises in our

sector are often forgotten or overlooked and as one of my fellow CEO’s

said….this is not okay! Local authorities have supported us all very well

throughout the pandemic, recognising how important the work we do is –

what a positive impact it has on the lives of the adults who have learning

disabilities we support. But there has been a large deficit in funding for small

charities caused by cancelled fundraising and sales events. We have worked

tirelessly to provide continuity and support to all our workers and their

families.”



As part of the campaign we sent out a survey to find out what opportunities are
available for adults who have a learning disability across the country and the

impact of covid on day services and social enterprises like ours. A high percentage
of people who responded to the survey already have access to a day service or

social enterprise. Since March, many of these places have had to close or provide
services remotely because they cannot adapt fast enough to the current situation

either by modifying their building, employing more staff or finding a new premises. 
 

Karen Weaver from HADCA (Harrogate and District Community Action) said this, “As
a local charity supporting charities and volunteers we are very aware of the vital

role of charities such as Jennyruth Workshops in providing a range of opportunities
for people with disabilities to gain work experience and skills. They are much loved

and highly respected organisations who also provide a range of volunteering
opportunities which benefit everyone. We were very happy to share this important
survey with our local networks and hope the results will ensure that funding and

other support continues to be provided to sustain the work of Jennyruth and other
similar charities.”

 
Day services and social enterprises make a positive difference to their local
communities by allowing attendees to be included and become part of a

community. They increase understanding between different groups, reducing
stigma, discrimination and showcasing the amazing things that people what have

learning disabilities can do with the right support. 
 

We reached out to other small charities who support adults who have a learning
disability around the UK. 

 
“Financial support will enable organisations like ourselves who have worked
tirelessly over lockdown to offer a service to our community to continue their

support. Learning-disabled adults have been one of the hardest hit during the
pandemic due to the digital divide and with our support we can change this.”

Leep1, Self Advocacy Group in Leeds
 

“This survey clearly shows the value of day services and social enterprises to adults
with learning disabilities and their families – and the huge impact of the Covid-19
pandemic. We were able to transfer many of our daily sessions online, which has
proven to be a lifeline for our students during the lockdowns but recognise how

much they have missed through not coming together in person. I am delighted that
the Small Fish – Big Pond survey has provided a voice for our nationwide community

and hope it succeeds in raising awareness of this vital sector.”
Nikki Marley, CEO of Fifth Trust based in Kent



“Adults who have learning disabilities often have limited choices in their
everyday lives. The power of our sector is that we encourage independence
and choice in a huge variety of activities. However, that same choice is not

always offered in the bigger world – families do not always know our
services exist or what we can offer. This year has been particularly difficult

for everyone – small groups are at risk due to lack of finance and
restrictions just as much as the retail sector and yet there is little mention of

us. It is more important now to give locally. Whilst larger charities may be
able to weather the storm – we may not!”

Jo Forsey, CEO of Paperworks based in Harrogate and Leeds
 

We hope that this campaign raises enough awareness to direct donors to
support small local charities in their areas so they not only survive but thrive.

 
“At Jennyruth Workshops the staff and volunteers have worked tirelessly

throughout the pandemic to ensure that the adults who usually attend their
workshops near Ripon are supported through what has been a challenging
time for them. They have enjoyed a busy programme of remote support and
home working, continuing to make their beautiful handcrafted products. I
have seen at first hand the huge difference that small, local charities have
on the lives of adults who have learning disabilities and I am delighted to

have been asked to support this campaign to raise awareness for this
sector.”

Jo Ropner, HM Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire
 

Please follow the link below where you will find details of small charities
and how you can #DonateLocal. 

 
https://www.jennyruth.co.uk/small-fish-big-pond

#DonateLocal



Christmas Shopping
Our Christmas Trees have a lovely

wooden star on top and are

perfect decorations for your home.

£20

44cm x 20cm

Our limited edition Christmas

tree decorations are delicately

hand painted by our workers.

Small £8 - 7.5cm x 7.5cm

Large £10 - 9.5cm x 9.5cm

Our Christmas card competition was won by Daniel,

Victoria, William and Jamie. Congratulations to everyone

who entered.

£3 for a pack of 4



Our range of Christmas Bunting are individually

hand-painted and finished with a touch of

Christmas sparkle. 

£15

Don't our Set of 3 Foxes look

smart with their Christmas

waistcoats on! 

£15

You won't be gnome alone this

Christmas with our Set of 3

Santa Gnomes 

£15



I looked at the lovely gardens which had lots of brightly coloured flowers and

leaves and sculptures. Also some lovely photos displayed outside as well. The

weather was lovely and sunny when I set off in the minibus to travel there. Went to

Bettys for a cup of tea and a delicious, scrummy, yummy warm stem ginger cake

with caramelised banana and toffee sauce. Had my lunch outside there at Harlow

Carr, it rained during lunch and it then cleared up. Had a quick look at the Bettys

shop at the scrummy, yummy stuff there. 

 

I picked up some leaves there at Harlow Carr to do a bit of rubbing here at

Jennyruth Workshops. The sculptures represent the changing of the seasons from

Spring and Summer to Autumn and Winter by using different fruits and vegetables. 

 

Harlow Carr Gardens change throughout the seasons with lots of things to see

and do. Go to Harlow Carr Gardens Just now, you won’t be disappointed, Bettys

does lovely lunches and scrummy, yummy cakes in the café at Harlow Carr

Gardens. When you go there. Do try the delicious lovely scrummy,  yummy, warm

stem ginger cake, I can highly recommend it from Betty’s menu in the café there. 

 

By Victoria Thomis and Lucy Newell

 

Garden Gnowledge



Ingredients

 

200 ml Milk

1 Banana

20g Peanut Butter

 1 Tbsp Rolled Oats

Pinch of cinnamon

Pinch of allspice

Pinch of nutmeg

Small handful ice Cubes 

Cooks' Corner

14.

Peanut Butter Smoothie 



Ea
sy

  To
mato  Soup

5 Tablespoons Butter

1 Large onion, diced

4 Cloves garlic, chopped

1.5 tsp salt

1.5 tsp pepper

3 tbsp all purpose flour

1 tin chopped tomatoes

1 tin tomato sauce

32 ounces/4 cups chicken stock

1 tbsp sugar 

15.



Rainy Day Relaxation

18.16.



Which side of a chicken has the most feathers?

The outside

 

What's blue and goes cluck cluck cluck?

A chicken at the North pole

 

How do ghosts like their eggs?

Terrorfried

 

Where do chickens go on holiday?

Chick-ago

 

How do you make an egg laugh?

Tell it a yolk

 

What do you call a chicken ghosts?

A Poultrygeist

 

Jamie's Chicken Jokes



1st prize – No 80

 

2nd prize – No 54

 

3rd prize – No 29 

Happy Birthday

October

October 100 Club Winners
Thanks again to Jamie for announcing the winners.

18.

Heather Eastham

Henry Scrope

Ellen Hirst

Andrew Wilford

Christopher Stanfield

Trixey Slade

Dean Thompson

Ryan Hearfield

Martin Grainger

 



Upcoming Events 

19.



Jennyruth Workshops

Unit 5, Red House Farm,

Bridge Hewick

Ripon

North Yorkshire

HG4 5AY

 

01765 606620

A Message from Jamie


