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Message from our Chief Officer 

Hello everyone and welcome to our bumper
Christmas Edition of the Wren.

 
How have we got to December already? This

year seems to have gone by so quickly.
 

Here at the Workshop it has looked like
Christmas for a while, particularly with all
the snowmen for LoveNorthallerton. If you
haven't already seen them in situ, it is well

worth a visit.
 

We have been having a lot of fun preparing
for events and our Christmas Party...our first

for 2 years.  Look out for photos in our
January edition.

 
Again, a massive thank you to Lucy, Jamie,

Sam, Jessica and Anna for a fantastic
edition.

 
Have a lovely festive season with friends and

family - see you in 2022 
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Our Amazing WOW’s
Every week we celebrate the incredible achievements of one of our workers. This month 

 Beth, Shaun, Ryan abd the Whole Team have received Worker of the Week (WOW).
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It started with a customer from Love Northallerton who
wanted 200 snowmen. 

 
The smaller snowmen were marked out and cut out on
the laser cutter. The bigger snowmen were cut out on
the jigsaw. We first had to paint the snowmen in white
paint. It was took a lot of time and we had to give them
lots of coats before we started to draw out the design.
The details were very hard and fiddley to paint and we
had to be careful when painting them. They are all now

on display in 79 shop windows around the Northallerton. 

Love Northallerton
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The Pinewoods Project
We have handmade and painted 27 bird boxes that will go up in the trees in the pinewoods in Harrogate. It started with a

customer from the Pine Woods near Harrogate wanting an order for 27 bird boxes. They have been hand made and

painted by all of the workers. I hope it made your day seeing all the bird boxes.



Small Fish Big Pond

Over the past year Covid has had a detrimental impact on many day services

and social enterprises that support adults who have a learning disability. This

has been especially keenly felt by small local charities. 

 

At Jennyruth Workshops, we are running a national campaign to highlight

how small independent charities across the country often get overlooked in

favour of bigger national charities and how important it is that

sponsorship/support/donations reach grass roots level where it is very much

needed and makes a massive difference. 

     

Nicky Newell, CO of Jennyruth Workshops said “Over the last 15 months it has

become particularly evident that small charities and social enterprises in our

sector are often forgotten or overlooked and as one of my fellow CEO’s

said….this is not okay! Local authorities have supported us all very well

throughout the pandemic, recognising how important the work we do is –

what a positive impact it has on the lives of the adults who have learning

disabilities we support. But there has been a large deficit in funding for small

charities caused by cancelled fundraising and sales events. We have worked

tirelessly to provide continuity and support to all our workers and their

families.”



As part of the campaign we sent out a survey to find out what opportunities are
available for adults who have a learning disability across the country and the

impact of covid on day services and social enterprises like ours. A high percentage
of people who responded to the survey already have access to a day service or

social enterprise. Since March, many of these places have had to close or provide
services remotely because they cannot adapt fast enough to the current situation

either by modifying their building, employing more staff or finding a new premises. 
 

Karen Weaver from HADCA (Harrogate and District Community Action) said this, “As
a local charity supporting charities and volunteers we are very aware of the vital

role of charities such as Jennyruth Workshops in providing a range of opportunities
for people with disabilities to gain work experience and skills. They are much loved

and highly respected organisations who also provide a range of volunteering
opportunities which benefit everyone. We were very happy to share this important
survey with our local networks and hope the results will ensure that funding and

other support continues to be provided to sustain the work of Jennyruth and other
similar charities.”

 
Day services and social enterprises make a positive difference to their local
communities by allowing attendees to be included and become part of a

community. They increase understanding between different groups, reducing
stigma, discrimination and showcasing the amazing things that people what have

learning disabilities can do with the right support. 
 

We reached out to other small charities who support adults who have a learning
disability around the UK. 

 
“Financial support will enable organisations like ourselves who have worked
tirelessly over lockdown to offer a service to our community to continue their

support. Learning-disabled adults have been one of the hardest hit during the
pandemic due to the digital divide and with our support we can change this.”

Leep1, Self Advocacy Group in Leeds
 

“This survey clearly shows the value of day services and social enterprises to adults
with learning disabilities and their families – and the huge impact of the Covid-19
pandemic. We were able to transfer many of our daily sessions online, which has
proven to be a lifeline for our students during the lockdowns but recognise how

much they have missed through not coming together in person. I am delighted that
the Small Fish – Big Pond survey has provided a voice for our nationwide community

and hope it succeeds in raising awareness of this vital sector.”
Nikki Marley, CEO of Fifth Trust based in Kent
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“Adults who have learning disabilities often have limited choices in their
everyday lives. The power of our sector is that we encourage independence
and choice in a huge variety of activities. However, that same choice is not

always offered in the bigger world – families do not always know our
services exist or what we can offer. This year has been particularly difficult

for everyone – small groups are at risk due to lack of finance and
restrictions just as much as the retail sector and yet there is little mention of

us. It is more important now to give locally. Whilst larger charities may be
able to weather the storm – we may not!”

Jo Forsey, CEO of Paperworks based in Harrogate and Leeds
 

We hope that this campaign raises enough awareness to direct donors to
support small local charities in their areas so they not only survive but thrive.

 
“At Jennyruth Workshops the staff and volunteers have worked tirelessly

throughout the pandemic to ensure that the adults who usually attend their
workshops near Ripon are supported through what has been a challenging
time for them. They have enjoyed a busy programme of remote support and
home working, continuing to make their beautiful handcrafted products. I
have seen at first hand the huge difference that small, local charities have
on the lives of adults who have learning disabilities and I am delighted to

have been asked to support this campaign to raise awareness for this
sector.”

Jo Ropner, HM Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire
 

Please follow the link below where you will find details of small charities
and how you can #DonateLocal. 

 
https://www.jennyruth.co.uk/small-fish-big-pond

#DonateLocal
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Christmas Shopping
Our Christmas Trees have a lovely

wooden star on top and are

perfect decorations for your home.

£20

44cm x 20cm

Our limited edition Christmas

tree decorations are delicately

hand painted by our workers.

Small £8 - 7.5cm x 7.5cm

Large £10 - 9.5cm x 9.5cm

Our Christmas card competition was won by Daniel,

Victoria, William and Jamie. Congratulations to everyone

who entered.

£3 for a pack of 4



Our range of Christmas Bunting are individually

hand-painted and finished with a touch of

Christmas sparkle. 

£15

Don't our Set of 3 Foxes look

smart with their Christmas

waistcoats on! 

£15

You won't be gnome alone this

Christmas with our Set of 3

Santa Gnomes 

£15
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Pop over to our website to buy your last minute stocking

fillers or have a look for future gifts for all the family. 

 

www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop





Garden Gnowledge
Did you know that there are more than 3 types of

Christmas Tree? 

The Nordmann Fir 

The most popular Christmas tree in the UK

because of its classic shape and dark

green glossy needles. The tree holds its

needles well, even after it has been cut,

which makes it an ideal choice to have

inside the home where conditions are

often warm.

The Fraser Fir 

A pyramid-shaped tree with branches

that are turned slightly upward which

gives the tree a compact and dense

appearance. 

The Norway Spruce

 It originated in Northern Europe and can be

found naturally growing on many UK Christmas

tree farms. This variety is very versatile, and can

be grown in a wide variety of conditions and

using many different soils. This tree can be found

every year in both Trafalgar Square and 10

Downing Street.

https://creeksidechristmas.co.uk/nordmann-fir-trees
https://creeksidechristmas.co.uk/nordmann-fir-trees
https://creeksidechristmas.co.uk/fraser-fir-trees
https://creeksidechristmas.co.uk/norway-spruce-trees


Cooks' Corner

15.

Ingredients
150ml sunflower oil, plus extra for the tin

175g self-raising flour
2 tbsp cocoa powder

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
150g caster sugar

2 tbsp golden syrup
2 large eggs, lightly beaten

150ml semi-skimmed milk

Icing
100g unsalted butter

225g icing sugar
40g cocoa powder

2½ tbsp milk 
 

STEP 1
Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Oil and line the base of two 18cm

sandwich tins. Sieve the flour, cocoa powder and bicarbonate of soda into a
bowl. Add the caster sugar and mix well.

 

STEP 2
Make a well in the centre and add the golden syrup, eggs, sunflower oil and milk.

Beat well with an electric whisk until smooth.
 

STEP 3
Pour the mixture into the two tins and bake for 25-30 mins until risen and firm to
the touch. Remove from oven, leave to cool for 10 mins before turning out onto a

cooling rack.
 

STEP 4
To make the icing, beat the unsalted butter in a bowl until soft. Gradually sieve
and beat in the icing sugar and cocoa powder, then add enough of the milk to

make the icing fluffy and spreadable.
 

STEP 5
Sandwich the two cakes together with the butter icing and cover the sides and

the top of the cake with more icing.
 

Chocolate Cake
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Ingredients
250ml  milk of your choice

1 tbsp  cocoa
1-2 tbsp  soft light brown sugar

25g dark or plain  chocolate, finely
chopped, plus a grating to serve 

1 tbsp  whipped cream or squirty cream
 

STEP 1
Heat the milk, cocoa, sugar and chocolate in a small pan over a medium
heat until steaming and the chocolate has melted. Whisk to dissolve the

cocoa.
 

STEP 2
Pour into a mug, then add the cream to float on top. Grate over a little

more chocolate to serve.
 

Ingredients
150ml  milk

50ml  double cream
¼-½ tsp  dark brown soft sugar

½  orange, zested
pinch of ground  ginger

pinch of ground  cinnamon
1 clove

2 drops of  vanilla extract
50g  dark chocolate, chopped

STEP 1
Stir the milk, cream, sugar, orange zest and spices together in a

saucepan, then bring to a simmer over a low heat. Remove from the heat
and pour through a sieve into a jug, discarding the clove and orange zest.

Pour the warm infused milk back into the pan and stir in the vanilla and
chocolate until the chocolate has melted and is smooth.

 
STEP 2

Return the pan to a low heat to warm through, if needed, then pour into a
heatproof mug. Top with whipped cream and crushed gingerbread

biscuits, if you like, then serve.
 

Hot Chocolate

Gingerbread Hot Chocolate

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/five-best-saucepans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-whisks
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/five-best-saucepans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/reviews/best-kitchen-sieves


Rainy Day RelaxationRainy Day Relaxation
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What do Santa's Elves drive?
Minivans

 
Why did the Christmas Tree go to the Barber?

It needed to be trimmed
 

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Snowflakes

 
What happened to the thief who stole the Christmas

Calendar?
He got 12 months 

 
Why was the little boy so cold on Christmas morning?

Because it was Decemberrrrrrr!

Jamie's Christmas

Jokes
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Lucy really enjoyed being food director and researching 
 recipes.

 
Sam really liked being a projector man and loading up the

computer independantly on his own.
 

Jamie has really enjoyed doing the magazine group and
Anna was the best teacher for the job.

 
William really enjoyed being part of the whole magazine

group.
 

Jessica enjoyed being editor and getting all the
information on the computer and looking at how the

others are doing.

Feedback about the

Magazine
By Jamie Allen

19.



1st prize – No 66 

 

2nd prize – No 75 

 

3rd prize – No 91 

Happy Birthday

November

November 100 Club Winners
Thanks again to Jamie for announcing the winners.
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John Holmes

Jane Dawber

Shaun Dean

Grace Liddle

 

 

 December
Laura Fenton

Peter Hills

Emma Schofield

Nick Scott

Denize Neasham  
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